
 

  

Marine and Coastal Surveying 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
ROV Surveys  – Aquatera has 20 years’ experience of ROV surveying 
over a wide range of habitats, including shallow inshore, sheltered sea 
lochs, tidal rapids and the deep sea. 
 
 
 
Still Photography  – The company has used various surveying 
techniques to obtain still photographs, including divers, ROVs and vertical 
drop cameras. These have been used to aid route and site selection, 
monitoring pollution and disturbance, and for habitat and species surveys. 
 
 
 
Noise Monitoring  – Aquatera employees have decades of experience of 
monitoring noise, including that associated with tidal energy devices, 
seismic surveys and a variety of operational activities associated with the 
oil sector. 
 
 
 
Wildlife Observations  – The skilled team of marine biologists, wildlife 
specialists and ecologists at Aquatera is able to provide expert wildlife 
observation services, covering birds, seals, cetaceans, otters and other 
fauna. 
 
 
Seabed Sampling  – Aquatera’s specialists have a wide experience of 
seabed sampling techniques, including grabs, corers, towed nets and 
ROV sampling. 
 
 
 
Sidescan Sonar and Swathe Bathymetry  – Aquatera's team of 
experienced marine scientists can utilise its collection of survey data to 
fully interpret of an area's underwater topography and to understand its 
detailed bathymetry. The team can also conduct surveys in previously 
unstudied areas, if required. 
 
 
Passive Acoustic Detection  – Aquatera has expertise in deploying 
passive acoustic transponders to collect comprehensive datasets over 
long survey periods. Such surveys may be employed to detect machine 
noise, sea life noise (e.g. whales), ambient physical noise (e.g. waves 
and tide), or transient noise (e.g. passing ships). 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Boomer and Magnetometer Surveys  – In-house specialists at Aquatera 
have the facilities and expertise to conduct surveys to examine subsurface 
profiles and geology. 
 
 
Tidal Current Profilers – Aquatera has experience of deploying Acoustic 
Doppler Current Profilers (ADCPs) to assess tidal conditions in terms of 
resource assessment or infrastructure-related stress. Parameters that can 
be measured include maximum/minimum current speeds, current profile, 
flow patterns, periodic variability, and wave height and directionality. 
 
 
Wave Monitoring  – The company is also able to measure wave conditions 
in terms of resource assessment or the effects on an installation. Wave 
profiling can be conducted (alongside tidal assessment, if required) using 
ADCPs and/or waverider buoys. 
 
 
Rocky and Sandy Shore Surveys  – the skilled team of biologists at 
Aquatera are able to conduct a suite of rocky and sandy shore surveys for 
developers planning to develop on or near the coast, laying cable up a 
rocky shore, burying cable on sandy beaches or constructing 
maintenance/support berths on the shore. 
 
 
Vegetation Surveys  – Aquatera’s skilled botanists and vegetation experts 
have 20 years’ surveying experience in varying environments and a vast 
range of habitats. Tasks regularly undertaken include, habitat mapping, 
field studies and aerial photography 
 
 
Diver Observations and Technical Support  – In association with partner 
scientific diving companies, Aquatera can plan baseline environmental 
surveys and monitoring, diver-assisted operations involved with device 
installation and monitoring.  
 
 
 
Geological Surveying  – Aquatera’s associate geologists regularly plan 
and execute full geological surveys and consequently determine the status, 
sensitivity and suitability of sites being considered for development. 
 
 
 
Sedimentology  – Aquatera has the ability to collect, analyse and 
characterise the full range of intertidal and sublittoral soft sediment profiles. 


